
Preparing for Online Teaching 
Success to Serve the Adult 

Learner 



Challenges 
1. What are some of the major challenges in teaching 

a face-to-face course?  
2. What are different challenges in a fully online 

course?  
3. What are a few challenges an adult learner might 

have with online learning?  
4. What are skills that an adult learner might not have 

compared to a younger learner?  
 



Strategies 
1. What are some methods you have used in the past to 

engage students in the face-to-face classroom? 
2. What new methods do you think are needed to 

engage students in an online environment? 
3. How do you think we can meet some of the specific 

needs an adult learner might have in an online 
environment? 

4. How would you approach a class where there is a 
mixture of traditional 18-22 age and adult students?  
 



Quality Experience 
1. What is a quality experience for a student in a 

course? 
2. What are ways to improve the quality of a 

student’s experience?  



Questions? 
 
 

Andrew Tatusko 
Assistant Director for Faculty Development  

amt19@psu.edu | 814.863.5948 
 
 

Shawna Cassick  
Program Assistant for Faculty Development  

 smm52@psu.edu | 814.863.4966 
 
 

mailto:amt19@psu.edu
mailto:smm52@psu.edu


Teaching Presence 
Examples in the Online 

Classroom 
 



Establishing Persona 

• Establish personality/character 
• Affirm your leadership  
• Be approachable 
 



Persona Models 





Live Example 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=VFnGWklWIEw


Levels of Activity 

Objective 

• Demonstrate Engagement 
• Maintain consistent level of activity 
• Create and manage dynamic learning spaces 
• Create “planned” and spontaneous materials 

Technique 

• Develop a regular class schedule for 
communication 

• Provide a summary post of discussion boards 
• Develop a “problem of the week scenario” 



Teaching Style 

Objective 

• Accessible and approachable 
• Fair and caring    
• Build relationships and coach/mentor 

Technique 

• Post welcome letter prior to course start 
• Post introductory video/message/content 
• Respond to the individual student; personalize 





Final Thoughts 

• Do what works for you; be yourself 
 
• Do what you are most comfortable with 
 
• Avoid creating too much extra work for yourself 

 



Questions?  
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