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Today I will speak on:

 Admissions/Recruitment

 Popular majors/pathways

 Campus veteran community



Admissions/Recruitment

 University RONA list

 Website

 Referrals

 



Majors/Pathways

 Veterans come with plan

 Nursing, engineering, business, human 

development & family studies

 Lost ½ of our veterans before graduation to COC 

and transfer to other colleges



Campus Community

Services provided to veterans:

 Designate a campus person(s)

 Leadership has to be supportive of efforts

Approved for 3 veteran work-study positions 

* job description 

* checklist for all veterans

Designated area for veterans and all adult learners

* Office 

* Center for Adult Learners

Active Student Veterans of America chapter

*Got Your 6 Pledge – campus commitment

Penn State Fayette Veteran Community Group

*Veteran Mentoring program – McKeesport VA partnership



R E N E E  T H O R N T O N - R O O P

V E T E R A N S  C O U N S E L O R  A N D  C E R T I F Y I N G  O F F I C I A L

U N I V E R S I T Y  P A R K

Penn State Office of Veterans 
Programs



Concerns when Reintegrating 

 Social implications – attending courses with 
“traditional age” students – naiveté, disrespect

 Advising difficulties – In order to be competitive 
with peers, many advisors recommend multiple 
intensive courses in the veteran’s first semester 

 Military/religious/political discussions in class and 
sharing personal views

 Less opportunity for integration due to 
employment/family responsibilities outside of class



University Park Office of Veterans Programs

The current Office of Veterans Programs employs 6 full-
time professional staff and provides the following services:

 Certification of GI Bill Benefits
 General Counseling
 Administration of the VA Vocational Rehab & 

Employment Program
 Advocacy for Veteran’s Issues on Campus
 Outreach to Prospective Students
 Supervision of Twenty-five VA Work-Study Students
 Represents Penn State for All Veterans Issues in the 

Community, Regionally, and Nationally



World Campus

Terry Watson

Disability Contact Liaison

Maggie Kwok

Military Academic Advisor/Military

Disability Contact Liaison



Accommodation vs. accessibility

www.communichi.org/



Relationship with VOSD 
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