Penn State

Commission for Adult Learners

General Meeting Minutes
Date: September 17, 2025
Time: 10:30—-11:30 a.m.

Attendees: Biddy Brooks, Jessica O’Brien, Erin Cassidy Hendrick, Michele Rice, Eugene
McFeely, Renee Thornton, Melissa Coons, JoAnn Kelly, Jeff Adams, Tricia Everhart, Joey
Donaghy, Andrea Tessier, Esther Prins, Michelle Wiley, Ruth Van Herstack, Chuck
Griggs, Lori Horne, Ron Darbeau, Leslie Lang, Clayton Steele, Gina Whalen

Welcome
Introductions and CAL Mission Overview

Minutes Approval (June)
e Motion: Michele Rice

e Second: Lori Horne

Discussion
e 2024 - 2025 End of Year Report
o Report can be accessed in SharePoint.

» Hendrick Conference Update
o Tentatively scheduled for May 14 and hosted at Penn State Great Valley.
o Several volunteers from the committee to help plan the conference.
o Call for proposals to go out this fall.
o Registration planned to launch before spring break.
o Planning to have hybrid event, inviting those outside Penn State.
o Search for keynote speaker is ongoing.
» Potential topics:
= Food insecurity for college students
= Inresponse to enrollment cliff, spotlighting adult learners

« Discussion on inviting provost to learn more about CAL.

e Goals for 2025 - 2026 Academic Year



o Development of goals is beginning.
o Potential goal: Pathways to completion for adult learners at closing
Commonwealth Campuses.

» Potential to re-engage adult learners near closing Commonwealth
campuses to encourage finishing at another campus, with a pilot
program underway. The University does do a good job of continuing
to engage with learners who stop out, but efforts to expand or build
upon these efforts are worthwhile.

o Potential goal: Expanding representation on CAL to include students.

» Students with the capacity to contribute to committee may not be
representative of the widespread adult learner experience.

o Utilize surveys or focus groups.

e Ensure a multitude of student voices, such as veterans and those
with disabilities.

o Create an evergreen path/communications pathway for staff who
work in student-facing offices and advisors who work with adult
learners to share the challenges they see.

e Invite students from adult education freshman seminar to focus
groups.

o Potential goal: Organize efforts to develop non-credit offerings, stackable
credentials, workforce development and life skills, and micro-credentials.

No announcements
Adjournment



