
 

 
 

Penn State 

Commission for Adult Learners 

 

 
General Meeting Minutes 

Date: December 17, 2025 
Time: 10:30 – 11:30 AM 

Approval of November Minutes.  

Federal Student Loan Changes Overview 

Presentation on the upcoming changes to federal student loans and Pell Grants, 
effective July 1, 2026. Explained new annual and aggregate loan limits for graduate, 
professional, and undergraduate students, as well as changes to Parent PLUS loans and 
legacy provisions for current borrowers and adjustments for part-time students. The 
presentation covered the new definition of professional students, which excludes many 
healthcare professions, and the institution's plans to monitor and implement these 
changes. The audience asked questions about LPN programs, Pell Grant eligibility for 
non-credit programs, and FIA grants for veteran students.  

Bylaws Updates 

The executive committee discussed updates to the bylaws, which had been revised to 
reflect current language and removed the term "homemaker." The committee agreed 
to review the updated bylaws and present them to the commission for approval in 
February or March.  

Conference Planning and Hendrick Award 

The group decided to cancel the 2026 Hendricks Conference due to leadership changes. 
Regarding the Hendrick Conference, suggestions to continue the award and planning 
for 2027. The group discussed plans for a conference and the Hendrick Award. They 
agreed to form a small steering committee to organize the conference. Jessica 
explained the process for the Hendrick Award, including the plaque cost and luncheon 
details. The group decided to start planning for the conference in February, with Biddy 
and JoAnn reaching out to commission members for volunteers. 

Spring Semester Activities 



The group discussed the upcoming spring semester and various tasks for the 
conference committee, including the provost's visit in February and the need to clarify 
student roles on the commission. The group decided to start by gathering feedback 
from the Transfer Governance Committee and the provost before determining the 
commission's role and next steps. 

 

 

 

 


