Penn State

Commission for Adult Learners

Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
Date: February 18, 2026
Time: 11:30 AM - Noon

Welcome
December meeting minutes were approved.

Hendrick Award Update
e The committee has recommended John Emigh (College of Agricultural Sciences)
for the award. John was a previous nominee whose credentials remained highly
impressive.

2027 Conference Planning

e The committee agreed to start formal planning next month, given the need for a
12-month lead time for marketing, facility coordination, and call-for-proposals.

Commission Governance & Bylaws

e The committee discussed softening the "two-thirds attendance" rule in the
bylaws to avoid penalizing supportive members who have scheduling conflicts.

e Due to low participation and overlapping goals, the committee is moving away
from formal subcommittees in favor of broader Commission involvement in key
tasks.

e A proposal was made to initiate a recruitment drive, targeting colleagues and
younger staff interested in leadership opportunities.

e The Chair will verify the current status and roles of all Adult Enrollment
Coordinators (AECs), particularly in light of campus closures and shifting
university responsibilities.

Website & Communication

e Following a student inquiry, the committee discussed adding a "Contact Us"
feature to the website. To manage the workload, this may be directed to



specific departmental mailboxes rather than the personal inbox of the
rotating Chair.

Upcoming Agenda ltems

e Melissa (Financial Aid) is tentatively scheduled to present data following the
student aid award filing peak.
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